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THE DUBLIN PENNY JOURNAL. 



IRISH ORNITHOLOGY. 
A very rare and beautiful specimen of the gull tribe, at 
least in this country, {Lary Calarracttis, or Squa Gull,) has 
been lately shot by J. Martin, Esq. of Gal way, and sent to 
A, Biishe, Esq. of Fitzwilliam-street, Dublin. Glennon, of 
SuflToik-street, with his usual ability, has preserved and re- 
stored it to its appearance when in the full enjoyment of 
its voracious propensities. It is, we believe, the first of 
the kind that has been shot for many years by any of our 
country sportsmen. The specimen of which we write was 
a female, and weighed a little more than two pounds. 
The length two feet five inches, extent four feet seven 
inches. It was shot when in the act of killing a sea-gull. 
It is remarkable that the oesophagus was of an equal width 
from the throat to the bottom of the sac, where it ended 
in a strong gizzard, which was filled with feathers and half 
digested flesh, with the windpipe of a bird quite perfect. 
The colour of the flesh was a deep purplish red, and cuts 
a« coarsely as the flesh of a horse — the tongue long and 
soft, and ending in a horny substance, and split about one- 
fourth of an inch, T'vorows of tubercles, like teeth, on 



the palate, extending nearly to the nostrils — a soft naked 
ligaroental muscle surrounded the gape of the month, the 
economy of which seemed to be to enable the animal to 
open its jaws to the extent of five inches, thus affording it 
the capacity io swallow a middling sized bird at once. 
The bill is very strong, and much hooked at the point, 
black, as also the legs, which are studded with long hornv 
tubercles, like shagreen ; toes long, and webbed to the 
claws, hooked, and very sharp, thus enabling it to grasp 
and hold its prey. The tail consists of twelve feathers, 
two middle ones a little longer than the rest. From the 
great quantity and length of the feathers, the size of this 
bird amounts to that of a small eagle. All the feathers 
are white at the roots, those on the back of the head, 
neck, back, and wings, have a dash of a ferrugineous co- 
lour, widening towards the top or point. This specimen 
difiers from any other of the same species which has ever 
met the eye of the intelligent curator into whose hands it 
has fallen, having, when its wings are expanded, a white 
band across the quill feathers. 
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COLLEGE OF KILKENNY. 

^ The College of Kilkenny is an insti'iition of great pub- 
lic utility. We are informed by Stanihurst, that " a Gram- 
mar School was founded in the weste of the church-yard 
by Pierce, or Peter Butler, Erie of Ormond and Ossorie, 
and his wife, the lady Margaret Fitzgerald." Peter White, 
some time Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, was a distin- 
guished ma&ter of this early establishment ; and Stanihurst 
was himself educated at Kilkenny, under this preceptor. 

In the year 1684, we are informed by Dr. Ledwich, 
" the Duite of Ormonde granted a new charter to the 
College of Kilkenny, of a certain house in John's-street, 
■with the adjacent park, for a school-house." The duke, 
at the same time, bestowed some rectories and tithes for 
the use of the establishment, and rendered it subject to a 
regular code of statutes. 

This laudable institution experienced some changes, 
during the troubled state of public affairs in the latter 
years of the seventeenth century. King James II. erected 
this establishment into a royal college, consisting of a rec- 
tor, eight professors, and "two scholars, in the name of 
raore; to be called "the Royal College of St. Canice, 
Kilkenny, of the foundation of King James," New rules 
«r6t*« thea dravvsi up 4)y Dr. Piielan. ifae Catholic bishop of 
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Ossory ; but these were of short prevalence. On the re- 
treat of James, this institution, with others of still greater 
importance, returned to the channel from which it had 
been for a time diverted. 

According to the original terms of foundation, the mas- 
ter was to be nominated by the Dukes of Ormonde ; but, 
owing to the attainder of James, Duke of Ormonde, in 
1715, the right of presentation lapsed to the provost and 
fellows of Trinity College, Dublin, Although the terra 
of College, as applied to this establishment, is entirely a 
title of courtesy, the grammar-school of Kilkenny is a 
distinguished ornament and advantage to the south of 
Ireland, and demands to be named amongst the chief pub- 
lic schools of the empire. The house having sunk to 
decay, was lately rebuilt, by tlie aid of parliamentary 
grants, amounting to ^65064, Amongst many celebrated 
persons who have received the early part of education at 
this school, may be mentioned Swift ; Congreve ; Farqu- 
har; Mr, Harris, the continuator of Ware ; Provost Bald- 
win; and Dr. Berkeley, Bishop of Cloyne, Dr. Edward 
Jones, afterwards Bishop of Cloyne, was master of this 
school in 1670, Dr. Henry Ryder, master in 1680, WM 
promoted to the see of Killaloe. 



